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Tuning: Keola’s C or C Wahine tuning (C-G-D-G-B-E)

Level: Advanced

Introduction

This popular song is about of an ʻawapuhi (ginger) lei that binds two lovers securely. Royal Hawaiian bandleader Mekia Kealakai is said to have composed the melody in 1893 on a train en route to the Chicago World’s Fair. At the fair, Kealakai apparently made quite an impression: John Phillips Sousa offered him a job with his band. He chose instead to return to Hawai’i, where this song still circulates widely. It is a particular favorite of slack key guitarists.

I’m old enough to remember when we all thought slack key would die, there were many reasons for that. One of them was that our kūpuna (elders and ancestors) had lost so much: their land, their religious system, their sense of place in the universe. The last thing they wanted to lose was their music, so tunings became very cultish and protected. The irony was that by way of holding the secrets so close, our art form was actually dying, suffocating because the information wasn’t being communicated. Maybe there is truth in the saying that one should hold the things that one loves with an open hand. Now we talk of these tunings and share them on records with total strangers, and we want to do that, but in the old days, no, never.

For this recording, I use my trademark C Wahine tuning (C-G-D-G-B-E) but I play in the key of G on a nylon string acoustic. It’s an interesting twist.

In my recording from my CD “Moe ʻUhane Kīkā” I begin the song solo, then add a second nylon string voice, symbolically uniting the lovers portrayed in the song.

After you have finished this piece, go on to Ke Aliʻi Hulu Mamo & Kimo Hula.

Keola Beamer


Lesson Resources

Tuning: C Wahine “Keola’s C” (C-G-D-G-B-E) (jump to lesson)





These resources are for members of kbeamer.com. Learn more and join now!






	[image: album-island-born-288]Island Born Liner Notes
	[image: ʻOhana Beamer in Art by Ken Kennel]BEG-11: A Brief History of Slack Key Guitar
	[image: island born cd image]Island Born CD
	[image: news-save-kuamoo-lands-thumb]Kuamoʻo Battlefield Purchased
	[image: KB_MB_JP]News Archive 2017
	[image: icon-realm3-he-punahele-no-oe-thumb]ADV-12: He Punahele Nō ʻOe
	[image: Pono Beamer]INT-00: Intermediate Realm Introduction
	[image: icon-realm3-honolulu-city-lights-thumb]ADV-15: Honolulu City Lights




		
		

	

					 
							 
				Advanced Realm, lesson				
					
		  C Wahine, Keolas C, slack key, tabs 

				
	



		
		
	





		
		
	


	
				
	Welcome 


Members
	Log In
	My Account
	Join Now


Search Site
Search kbeamer.com
Realm Indexes
	Beginner Realm
	Intermediate Realm
	Advanced Realm


New & Noteworthy
	Current & Recent News
	ADV-26: Pailolo (NEW!)
	ADV-04: E Kuʻu Morning Dew
	ADV-23: Blue Water Dolphin
	ADV-24: Barefoot On The Range
	ADV-25: Kaliponi Slack Key
	ADV-14: Ke Aliʻi Hulu Mamo & Kimo Hula
	ADV-22: Sweet Singing Bamboo

 	






	


	

		
		
	

	
	
		  
	
	

					
			
				Footer Menu

					Log In
	My Account
	Join Now


			
			

		
					
			Copyright © 1994-2024 Keola Beamer Productions. All Rights Reserved | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Powered by WordPress and Beamer mojo			

		
	

	

			
	




		
	






